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Mike Qaissaunee, a Professor of Engineering and Technology at Brookdale Community College in Lincroft, New Jersey, shares his experiences and perspectives on integrating new technologies in and approaches to teaching and learning. ~ 
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I hate PDFs as e-books.
Chris Meadows agrees that the PDF format is [a] dead end for e-publishing:
I found an interesting article on the blog of “technology innovation company” DPCI about how PDF format is an e-publishing dead end. In an era when e-readers have so many different potential screen sizes and different text formatting and rewrapping abilities, the article notes, a format that was primarily developed to freeze a page into a form that would look the same no matter where it was printed is a dead end for screen reading.
PDF is a dead-end format. What I mean by this is that the nature of the format mimics what it was intended for: print. Once ink hits the page, the code behind it that created it becomes irrelevant because the content was not intended to move from the printed page to another system, print is the end product.
Many of the platforms that are used in digital publishing today are based on technologies like HTML in order to allow the maximum flexibility between different platforms. Storing content in such a universal way also gives the maximum flexibility for future platforms. As digital publishing is rapidly changing as is the nature of the digital space, locking content into a single dead-end format like PDF only restricts your business opportunities moving forward.

The piece also points out that many of the interactive elements Adobe has since incorporated into PDFs rely on Adobe applications and Flash to view them—which means that they don’t read as intended on mobile platforms like the iPad or Amazon tablets, and with even Adobe moving away from Flash it’s not clear how viable they’ll be into the future.
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Popular Posts


	

Tom Friedman Discussing The World is Flat

Great resource from MIT's OpenCourseWare project. You might not be able to get Tom Friedman to come to your campus, but you can still ha...






	

How to Trim YouTube Video

       A reader emailed me asking how I managed to "trim" the YouTube video I posted above. Actualy, I haven't trimmed it - wh...






	







UPDATED: Educational Uses of Web 2.0 Based Applications

Gordon Snyder and I led a half-day workshop Tuesday July 29th on the educational uses of Web 2.0. Here are the links we referenced in that p...






	

Dwelled vs. Dwelt

Dwelled vs. dwelt - Grammarist : In American English, the past tense and past participle of dwell  is usually dwelled . In varieties of Engl...






	

Making the Case for Faculty 2.0

In a recent presentation on Active Learning with colleague Norah Kerr-McCurry  (Director of the College's Teaching and Learning Center )...






	







Who's IT? - Connecting College Admissions and IT

I, and many others, spend an inordinate amount of time promoting the integration of technology into teaching and learning. Although we still...






	

How Video Cards Work

Great wiki-based resource on how video cards work. This would be great content for a video podcast for an A+ course. X.Org Wiki - Developmen...






	

Gmail Addons

10 Webapps that Add Great New Features to Gmail : Two of my favorites! 9. TripIt  – The service will scan your email inbox multiple times a ...






	







Web 2.0: Online Mindmapping

In an earlier post on Search Mash-Ups , I provided a link to  Wikimindmap , which takes a Wikipedia search query and builds a Mindmap  from ...






	







How Do We Measure the Quality of a College or University?

That's an interesting question. Clearly there are lot's of metrics we use to gauge the performance of institutions of higher ed. As ...
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Weekend's best Apple deals offer record-low prices on MacBooks, monitors & 
more
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★ Apple Reinstates Epic’s EU Developer Account
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New Report: Talent Disrupted - College Graduates, Underemployment, and the 
Way Forward
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How to Be More Present in Your Daily Life
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How to Choose Between the M2 and M3 MacBook Air
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'Love Lies Bleeding' Interview: Kristen Stewart on the female gaze vs. the 
male gaze.
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Microsoft details update on Russian-sponsored “ongoing attack”
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Apple, Inc to darken the sun in 2017
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Silicon Alley Insider





Sam Altman set to return to OpenAI's board of directors nearly 5 months 
after surprise ouster
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Where To Sell Gold – Guide to Get the Most Out of Your Gold Jewelry and 
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